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to which the people were more attached than to their
lives. In new France there are only sins to destroy,
and those in a small number; for these poor people,
so far removed from all luxury, are not given to many
offenses. If there are any superstitions or false reli-
gions in some places, they are few. The Canadians
think only of how to live and to revenge themselves
upon their enemies. They are not attached to the wor-
ship of any particular Divinity. They are permitted
to take a number of wives, but they do not take more
than one. I have heard of one man only who had
two, and he was censured for it.® In truth, any one
who knew their language could manage them as he
pleased. Therefore I will apply myself, but I shall
make [29] very little progress this year, for reasons
which I shall write in detail to your Reverence. But
let us come back to the continuation of our voyage.

Some time before we weighed anchor in Tadoussac
there rose a squall, as the sailors say, or a storm so
furious that it threw us into great peril, although we
were in the house of safety; it is thus that I call
the bay of Tadoussac. The thunder grumbled ter-
tibly, furious winds made our vessel roll so that, if
this squall had continued, it would have turned us
upside down; but the fury of the storm abated, and
thus we escaped this danger.

The 3rd of July we left Tadoussac and went to
cast anchor at the Basque scaffold,® a place so called
because the Basques [30] go there to catch whales.
As it was very calm and we were awaiting the tide,
I went ashore. I thought I would be eaten up by
the mosquitoes, which are little flies, troublesome in
the extreme. The great forests here engender sev-
eral species of them; there are common flies, gnats,



